Durjoy Nari Shangha Consortium (DNS)

Annual Report – Enabling Environment Component
Accelerate work plan:

1. Local Level Advocacy Meeting:
Issues: 
a) Reduce Violence against sex workers by police, thugs and clients.
b) Protect sex workers’ human rights
c) Effective implementation of intervention activities
d) Creation of social space for the community members
e) Recognition and cognizance by power structures; and
f) Access to and acceptance by various service providers.

Durjoy Nari Shangha ( DNS) consortium conducted group advocacy / meeting with various stakeholders like Police, District/Thana administration, Local administration, Local elite / Influential, Local clubs, Street level influential / hotel management/local informal power holders, religious leaders, media people, political leaders and others. The advocacy focused on safe sex practices, and on creating favorable attitude towards SWs and their causes, and the essential service delivery.  
Bangladesh Manobadhikar Sangbadik Forum (BMSF) organized and conducted 80 (100%) “Local Level Advocacy” in selected 40 DICs geographical location under package 909, with 2564 (106.83%) participants on behalf of Durjoy Nari Shangha ( DNS) consortium. Among them 261(10.18%) District/ Thana level Govt. officials, 557 (21.72%) NGOs representatives, 410 (16%) Journalists,  1336 (52.10%) community leaders, local leaders, political leaders  & others participated in the local level advocacy meetings and DNS also conducted individual advocacy with civil society / local influential/police, religious leaders, conducting informal assessment of selected key persons / local influential/hotel management. Carrying out this activity DNS, Save the Children-USA and NASP provided all sorts of technical support and cooperation to BMSF from the initial stage to the end. 
Advocacy Concept Note and Advocacy Planning Tools attached in annexure-
2. Development of IEC/BCC materials: On behalf of DNS consortium BMSF has developed appropriate IEC/BCC materials like posters, leaflets, etc based on approved messages on safe sex practices. Based on approved messages BMSF printed out 15,000 leaflets targeting police administration, 15,000 for journalists, and 10,000 leaflets for community leaders and also printed out 20,500 posters and distributed. Before printing those materials a series of steps/stages maintained like collected and reviewed the existing advocacy materials, reviewed those materials with recommendations, organized message development workshop,  developed the drafts message(s), shared the report/message with others, decided the types of materials to be produced newly, shared with stakeholders, submitted the drafts message for approval from Management agency (MA), designed the materials, organized field test of finalized materials, production and distribution of materials. 
Carrying out this activity DNS, Save the Children-USA and NASP provided all sorts of technical support and cooperation to BMSF from the initial stage to the end. 
Printed poster and leaflets attached in annexure-    
Additional Activity:
1. Observed World AIDS Day-2008 
DNS consortium observed “World AIDS Day-08” in Dhaka city and out side Dhaka in coordinating with other packages and concern administration in respective area /district / Upa-Zilla etc smoothly. DNS consortium has formed a “Convening Committee” to observe the day effectively. DNS and BAPS participate in the national rally and discussion meeting at Dhaka with about 700 street, hotel and residence based sex workers and staff members. DNS and PDC participate in the divisional/ district/ upa-zilla level rally and discussion meeting in Khulna division, DNS and SJA also participate in the divisional/ district/ upa-zilla level rally and discussion meeting in Chittagong division at selected geographic area, where DICs established. Distributed of IEC/BCC materials like T-Shirt, Posters, Leaflets, Banner, etc in working area, opened stall at Bangladesh China Friendship Conference Centre on December 1st, 2008, organized discussion meeting involving DIC Management Committee at 40 DICs on December 2nd, 2008. 

GoB, INGOs,  NGOs /CBOs representatives organized a colorful& big rally on December 01, 2008 at 9:00 AM which leads by Mr. AMM Nasir Uddin, Secretary to the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. The Rally started from the east end of Manik Mia Avenue in front of the National parliament and ended at Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference Center (BCFCC). About 25 thousands   participants participated in the rally. DNS joined in rally with about 700 sex workers and staff members with Banner, T-shirt, placard and other IEC/BCC materials. Stakeholders from GoB, NGOs, National, international and donor agencies participated in the rally.

After ending the rally, a discussion meeting held at Bangladesh- China Friendship Conference Center.  Mr. Ferdous Alam Shibib, PM-NASP delivered the welcome speech while Dr. Mohammad Ishaque Khan, Line Director of NASP, Presented the key not paper. Director General of DGHS Prof. MA Faiz, Director General of DGFP Mrs. Quomaran Nessa Khanam, Country Director of Save the Children –USA Kelland Stevenson and WHO representative of Bangladesh Dr. Duangvadee Sunghobol were presented at special Guest. Mr. Mohammad Abul Kalam Azad, Additional Secretary to the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare attended as the Chairperson of the World AIDS Day -2008 Program and Mr. AMM Nasir Uddin, Secretary to the Ministry of Health and family Welfare attended as the Chief Guest of the Program. GoB, NGOs/CBOs representatives, Sex workers, IDUs, PLWHAs, MSMs attended in the discussion meeting. 

Various types of cultural program during starting and ending of rally and discussion out side of BCFCC and street of Bangladesh- China Friendship Conference Center organized by different NGOs/CBOs. SWs took part in the cultural program and enjoyed HIV/AIDS related cultural program.

DNS opened a day long “Information stall. Total about 5000 visitors visited the information center/ stall. We distributed various types of IEC/BCC materials among the visitors and they made very positive comments about BCC/IEC which produced by DNS consortium, and received/collected from Save the Children-USA, NASP, MATTRA and others. GoB officials, NGOs representatives, religious leaders, community leaders, youths, students, SWs, IDUs and  MSM,visited DNS stall and received IEC/BCC materials.

It was surprising that Line Director, PM, DPMs of NASP, Secretary to the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, DGHS, Director-HIV/AIDS sector of SC-USA, Chief Advisor of DNS and other stakeholders visited the stall and made very positive comments. 
DNS, BAPS, PDC and SJA organized discussion meeting at 40 DICs on December 2, 2008. Sex workers and Member of DIC management committee took part in the said meeting. 
2. Observed International Mother Language Day-2009
The nation pays mark of respect to the language movement martyrs who sacrificed their lives for the mother tongue 57 years ago. President Zillur Rahman placed wreaths at the central Shaheed Minar one minute past zero hours amid to pay homage to the language movement heroes. DNS consortium observed International Mother Language Day-2009.  Hundreds of sex workers and staff members thronged the Shaheed Minara across the 40 DICs area under package 909 to pay the respect to the language movement martyrs. About 150 sex workers, staff members participated in the occasion in Dhaka.  
3. Observed International Sex workers Day-2009
On 3 March, 2009 DNS consortium observed International Sex workers Day-2009. Hundreds of sex workers observed the day across the 40 DICs area to establish their civil and human rights like other people in the society. About 150 sex workers, staff members participated in the occasion in Dhaka 

4. Observed International Women’s Day-2009
DNS consortium observed International Women’s Day-2009. Not only women but also men in large number joined the international women’s day celebrations across the 40 DICs area to express solidarity with women and vowed to work together to build a society free from violence and repression. The global theme of the day this year is “Women and men united to end violence against women and girls”. DNS consortium held rallies, discussions, human chin and cultural functions to mark the day including Dhaka, Chittagong and Khulna.

5. Observed Independence Day-2009
On 26 March, 2009 the nation waged an armed struggle against the Pakistani forces following the deceleration of the independence. DNS consortium observed Independence Day-2009. Hundreds of sex workers and staff members thronged the Shaheed Minara across the 40 DICs area to pay the respect to the language movement martyrs. About 150 sex workers, staff members participated in the occasion in Dhaka 
6. Group Meeting with Hotels boys
HIV/STI prevention education/meeting with hotel boy/staff

Bangladesh AIDS Prevention Society (BAPS), Peoples Development Community (PDC) and Sylhet Jubo Academy (SJA) organized/conducted 15 HIV/STI prevention education/ meeting at different hotels among 150 hotel boy/staff in selected geographic locations including Dhaka, Munshigong, Mymensingh, Netrokana, Chittagong, Khagrachari, Chandpur, Cox’s Bazar, Jessore, Shatkira, Magura, Khustia districts. The education meeting focused on safe sex practices, and on creating favorable attitude towards SWs and their causes, and the essential service delivery.  
7. Orientation on Local Level Advocacy:

Bangladesh Manobadhikar Sangbadik Forum (BMSF) organized 6 staff orientation on advocacy for carrying out local level advocacy effectively and efficiently. The main objective of the orientation is to plan, organize, implement, follow up local level advocacy activity with maintain the steps timely and properly. Program Officers of DNS, Field Coordinators and Field organizers of DNS, BAPS, PDC & SJA and BMSF’s focal persons participated in that orientation.  

a. 
February 21, 2008 in Dhaka with 18 participants from BMSF, 
b. 
July 17,2008  in Jessore with 20 participants from DNS,PDC and BMSF focal person, 
c. 
July 20,2008 with 18 participants in Chittagong from DNS, SJA and BMSF focal person, 
d. 
July 27,2008 in Dhaka with 22 participants from DNS, BAPS and BMSF, 
e. 
January 31,2009  in Jessore with 12 participants from BMSF and 
f. 
March 26, 2009, in Dhaka with 17 participants from BMSF. 
Annexure:

1. Leaflets
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3. Advocacy Planning Tools
4. Advocacy Concept Note

