HIV/AIDS: Bangladesh Situation
UNAIDS estimated that approximately 11,000 Bangladeshis were living with HIV at the end of 2007. National AIDS/STD Program, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Bangladesh also estimated that approximately 7,500 Bangladeshis were living with HIV at the end of 2007. While HIV prevalence rates are still relatively low, HIV infection rates are increasing, as indicated by a threefold increase in the last six years. HIV prevalence amongst the most vulnerable populations is still below 1% (.9%); however, injecting drug users (IDUs) in Central Bangladesh have far exceeded the 1% threshold, achieving the status of a ‘concentrated epidemic.’ With the rapid spread of HIV amongst IDUs and continued risky behavior patterns amongst high-risk groups, Bangladesh is not far removed from a widespread and devastating epidemic.

 

National survey data indicates that HIV incidence among IDUs in Dhaka (central Bangladesh) jumped from 1.4% in 2001 to 4.9% in 2005, with prevalence rates as high as 8.9% in one “hotspot” location in Dhaka. Nearly 70% of IDUs in Central Bangladesh routinely share needles: a rate comparable to countries enduring much more severe epidemics. IDUs are also at a serious risk of spreading the disease into the general population as they sell their blood to blood banks and visit commercial sex workers. One out of five IDUs engage in commercial sex and fewer than one in ten reported consistent condom use during paid sex.

Bangladesh has a substantial commercial sex industry, claiming the highest client turn-over rate in South Asia. Prevalence among sex workers remains low at less than 1%; however, 82% of Bangladeshi sex workers report also selling sex in India or Myanmar, countries with much higher HIV rates. Consistent condom use during paid sex is rare. Depending on the region, between 0% and 12% of sex workers reported using condoms with new clients. Currently, though the prevalence rates of syphilis among female sex workers have decreased and are now less than 10% in most areas of Bangladesh.

Results from a national baseline survey led by Save the Children and funded by GFATM highlighted serious misconceptions related to the transmission and prevention of HIV/AIDS among young people. Only 2.2% of males and 1.1% of females perceived themselves at risk of contracting HIV, while survey results showed risky sexual behavior and low condom use to be common among the same youth.
Bangladesh Situation
· Since the first detection of HIV in Bangladesh in 1989, the rate of infection has not been increased in comparison to our neighbors. 

· Bangladesh is still fortunate to be a low prevalent country in the region.

· Religious and cultural values and practices, family bondage help Bangladesh to remain as low prevalent country for HIV.

New cases and deaths in 2007

· Total HIV infected


333

· Total AIDS cases


125

· Total death



14

Cumulative as of 1st December 2007

· Total reported cases 

          1207

· Total AIDS Cases


365

· Total death 



123

Overall HIV Prevalence Rates 1st to 7th Rounds
	Surveillance Round
	Numbers Tested
	HIV (%)

	1st Round
	3886
	<1% (0.4)

	2nd Round
	4634
	<1% (0.2)

	3rd Round
	7063
	<1% (0.2)

	4th  Round
	7877
	<1% (0.3)

	5th Round
	10445
	<1% (0.3)

	6th Round
	11029
	<1% (0.6)

	7th Round
	10368
	<1% (0.9)


Risk Factors for Bangladesh
· High prevalence of HIV in the neighboring countries with porous border

· External and Internal Migration

· Existence of commercial sex

· Low condom use among most at risk population and bridging population

· High rate of needle sharing among IDUs

· Low level of voluntary blood donation

· Existence of MSM behaviors 

Estimated Risk Group Population
	Groups
	Population

	IDUs
	20,000 - 40,000

	Brothel SW
	3,600 - 4,000

	Street SW
	37,000 - 66,000

	Hotel & Residence SW
	14,000 - 20,000

	MSM and MSW
	40,000 - 150,000

	Hijras
	10,000 - 15,000


Major milestone in National Responses
· 1985: National AIDS Committee (NAC) formed Hon’ble President of the country is the Chief Patron & thus demonstrating the highest political commitment in the country.

· 1992:  1st National Strategic plan developed

· 1997: The National Policy on HIV/AIDS and STD Related Issues has been approved.

· 1998: Behavioral Surveillance and Sero-surveillance started

· 2000: Laws on blood safety approved and implemented

Important progress in response to HIV in Bangladesh
· HIV prevalence still below 1% among MARG except in IDUs

· 100% Targeted Intervention coverage for brothel based sex workers

· VCT facilities increased 

· Client flow in VCT centers increased

· 34 million young people addressed through mass media  

· 50,000 gate keepers  sensitized

· HIV/AIDS chapter in grade VI-XII for school and college curriculum

Source: National AIDS/STD Programme, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, 
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